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UM RESEARCH FUNDING SETS NEW RECORD AT $22.5 MILLION 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana faculty attracted a record $22.5 million in research grants and 
contracts during the 1994-95 fiscal year, more than tripling the University’s external research 
funds in five years.
"It’s been a remarkable development ... to take the funded research volume from right at 
$7 million to over $22 million," President George Dennison said. "It’s a real tribute to the faculty 
and the quality of the proposals they write and the research they do."
This is the fifth consecutive record-setting year for UM’s external research funding. The 
fiscal 1995 total marks an 11 percent increase from the previous year’s figure of $20.17 million.
The top five UM funding recipients for fiscal ’95 are the Rural Institute on Disabilities with 
$3.9 million; the School of Forestry, $3.6 million; the Division of Biological Sciences, $2.7 
million; the Department of Mathematics, $1.9 million; and the Montana Cooperative Wildlife 
Research Unit, $1.6 million.
Ray Murray, vice president for research and development, cited new Rural Institute director 
R. Timm Vogelsberg, who came on board last August, as a key figure in the institute’s stellar 
grant-attracting performance in the fiscal year just ended.
"I believe it’s been Timm’s leadership and bringing people together in that unit that has 
made that possible this year," Murray said.
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Vogelsberg said the institute, which has well-established programs for adults and for early 
childhood intervention, has several new projects for school-age children to help implement change 
in school systems throughout Montana, he said. Projects aim to more fully include students with 
disabilities in regular education settings, to help teenagers with disabilities make the transition from 
school to adult life, and to ensure high-quality services for students who are deaf or blind, he said.
Dennison praised the wide variety of research projects undertaken by UM faculty, with 
goals that range from monitoring global warming to developing new math curricula. And, he said, 
the University is working to provide better support for faculty research efforts.
"We’ve had remarkable growth, but I think we’ve hit a kind of plateau here," Dennison 
said. If we’re going to continue with this kind of development, and I think we need to, we have 
to address infrastructure issues. By infrastructure I refer to people, services and facilities, and 
we’re going to have to develop all of those so we can continue to move in the right direction."
A step in that direction, he said, was the recent upgrading of the University’s chief research 
administration post to a vice presidency. Murray, previously the associate provost for research 
and economic development, will fill the new vice presidency for research and development for one 
year while UM conducts a national search for someone to take over the post when Murray retires 
at the end of June, 1996.
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